
Jazz Piano Voicings: Part 1
This tutorial is in two parts

Part A is how to voice shells
Part B is building these shells into four part voicings
This tutorial will only deal with Major 7th, Minor 7ths and Dominant 7ths

The two most important notes besides the root is the 3rd and 7th

We will voice Major 7ths, Dominant 7ths and Minor 7ths using shells
Shells are the 3rd and 7th of the chord

Major 7th Shells

C Ionian/C Major Scale

This is the Cmaj7 chord and the accompanying C Ionian /C Major Scale

The Major 3rd is E and the Major 7th is B
Major 3rd Major 7th

This is the CMaj7 shell with
3rd on the bottom

This is the CMaj7 shell with
7th on the bottom

Part A: Shells



Major 3 Major 7th

Emin7 Shells

Amaj7 Shells

B 7 Shellsb

This is an example of shells in the key of A. We use the 3 and 7 of the
A Ionian/A Major Scale to make the shells

Dominant 7th Shells

Minor 7th Shells

Dominant shells use the mixodlydian mode for its voicing
Let's use B 7 as our example

Minor 7th shells use the dorian mode for its voicing
Let's use Emin7 as our example

b



Part B
Building these shells into four part voicings

We will first talk about Major 7th and Dominant 7th voicings
because they are major chords

both these chords will use the 3rd, 7th, 9th and 13th

The order of bottom to top in the right hand is 3, 13, 7 and 9

We can invert this chord with the 7th on the bottom
in the right hand
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We will now use this formula to make voicings
We will also start with the Major 7ths

We will now make the D Major 7th voicing with the 3rd on the bottom

This is the D major scale and D major has 5 flatsb
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Those notes are B ,E ,A ,D ,and G
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This is the D major 7th chord with the 7th on the bottom



B Major has five sharps
Those sharps are F#, C#, G#, D#, and A#

B Ionian/ Major Scale
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Dominant 7th
The difference between the Major 7th and Dominant 7th is the 7th degree

The difference between the Major 7th and Dominant 7th voicing
is the 7th degree

CMaj7 C7

C Ionian/Major Scale

C Mixolydian

Major 7th

Flat 7th

Major 7th

Flat 7th



We'll use E Mixolydian and E7 as our example

E Mixolydian
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We will use the same formula for the Major 7th voicing and use the
Mixolydian Mode with the flat 7th
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A Mixolydian

We'll use a Mixolydian and come up with these two A 7 voicingsb
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A 7 with the 3rd
on the bottom

A 7 with the flat 7th
on the bottom
b

b



Minor 7th
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Major 7th/Dominant 7th Minor 7th

This is the formula for Major and Dominant 7ths and Minor 7th Voicings

The Dorian Mode will be used for Minor 7ths so we will have a flat
three and flat seven

In Minor chords, we will use the 5th instead of the 13th in our voicing
and the rest is very similar

3
5

7
9

We will use D Dorian and come up with these two voicings
D Dorian

b

b

b

b

b
3

5

7
9

3rd on the bottom

7th on the bottom



The following pages have exercises for you to practice these voicings

This is a lot of information so don't get too intimidated by all these keys

Start slow and learn just a couple or a few and slowly build

It is important that you know the mode as well as the voicings

Once you master these you can change the order and go backwards,
up and down, down and up,or just flip all over the chart

As I said earlier it is best to practice randomly and don't get
into playing chromatically up or down, or even the cycle of 5ths
because those voice lead very well and you will rely on
moving your hand as opposed to knowing the details of keys
and modes

Good luck and enjoy!

The first page of these exercise is the practice sheet and the
following two pages are the "answer key"
If you would like to double check your answer you can use the answer key
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Exercise A-Major 7ths

Exercise B-Dominant 7th

Exercise C/ Minor 7th
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Exercise A-Major 7ths

Exercise B-Dominant 7th
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Exercise C/ Minor 7th


